CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MEETING
CITY COUNICL CHAMBER
TUESDAY, August 11, 2020
5:30PM

1. 5:30PM

Call Meeting to Order

2. 5:31PM

Invocation

3. 5:32PM

Pledge of Allegiance

4. 5:33PM

Welcome

5. 5:34PM

Roll Call

6. 5:36PM

Adoption of Agenda
Motion
Second

7. 5:37PM

Adoption of the July 14, 2020 Minutes
Motion
Second

8. 5:40PM

Open Public Hearing

9. 5:41PM

New Business
1. Rezoning Request
A. Property Owner: Royster Oil
Applicant: Royster Oil
Case Number: Z-1-3-20
Parcel Number: 11034 & 13757
Location/Request: 1903 Shelby Rd
NB to CU-GB (Neighborhood Business to
Conditional Use General Business)
& 103 El Bethel Rd
R-10 to CU – GB (Residential 10 to
Conditional Use General Business)
B. Staff Report
C. Public Input
D. Close Public Hearing for Case Z-1-3-20
F. Motion to recommend approve or deny all findings of facts
Motion
Second
G. Motion to approve consistency statement
Motion
Second

CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MEETING
CITY COUNICL CHAMBER
TUESDAY, August 11, 2020
5:30PM

H. Motion to approve or deny change from NB to CU –GB/R-10 to
CU-GB
Motion
Second
I. Motion to send recommendation to City Council.
Motion
Second

Open Public Hearing
2. Amending the City of Kings Mountain’s Street Tree Plan and Article XI –
Landscaping Ordinance, Sections 11.1 thru 11.4.
A. Staff Report
B. Public Input
C. Close Public Hearing
E. Motion for approve consistency statement
Motion
Second
F. Motion to recommend approval or denial (or modify) proposed
text amendment and send recommendation to City Council
Motion
Second

11. 6:20PM

Adjournment
Motion

Second

City of Kings Mountain
Planning and Zoning Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 14, 2020
5:30PM
City Council Chambers
Minutes
Attendees
Attendees including Ron Humphries, Doug Lawing-ETJ, Renee Bost-ETJ, Ronnie
Franks, Joseph Allen, Bobby Elliott, Audrey Cody, Todd Wilson, Chris Jolly, Maury
Williams, Don Adkins-ETJ
Call to Order
Chairman Lawing called the Planning and Zoning Board Meeting to order on Tuesday
July 14, 2020 at 5:30PM and Audrey Cody gave the invocation.
Pledge of Allegiance
The Planning and Zoning Board members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Welcome
Chairman Lawing welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Adoption of the Agendas
Chairman Lawing called for a motion to adopt the agenda. Ronnie Franks made the
motion to adopt the agenda and Bobby Elliott seconded the motion to adopt the
agenda. The board voted unanimously to adopt the agenda as presented.
Approval and Adoption of the June 9, 2020 Minutes
Chairman Lawing called for a motion to approve and adopt the June 9, 2020 minutes.
Maury Williams made the motion to adopt the minutes as written and Audrey Cody
seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to adopt the minutes as written.
Staff Report
Stuart Gilbert stated Senior Planner, Kimberly Herndon was in a meeting and would
give the staff report at the end of the agenda. Ron Humphries made a motion to
amend the agenda for the staff report on comprehensive plan to be a after the
hearing of the rezoning cases. Renee Bost seconded the motion. The board voted
unanimously to amend the agenda.
Stuart Gilbert reviewed a Power Point presentation on 160D requirements of the
Consistency Statements.

Open Public Hearing
Chairman Lawing request a motion to open the public hearing. Ron Humphries make a
motion to open the public hearing. Chris Jolly seconded the motion. The board voted
unanimously to open the public hearing.
New Business
Rezoning Request
Property Owner: Trent Testa
Case Number: Z-1-6-20
Parcel: 11658
Location: 259 Dixon School Road, Kings Mountain
Request: Rezone from LI (Light Industrial) to GB (General Business)
Rezoning Request
Property Owner: Members of E5 Holdings, LLC
Case Number: Z-2-6-20
Parcel: 11650
Location: 245 Dixon School Road, Kings Mountain
Request: Rezone from LI (Light Industrial) to GB (General Business)
Staff Report
Stuart Gilbert, Planning & Economic
We will first go through the documents we have on the screen. Packet documents shown.
Chairman requested, for the record, that Staff Report would be given on both
rezoning request.
Consistency Statement for 259 Dixon School Road and the consistency statement for
the rezoning of 245 Dixon School Road by members of E5 Holdings, LLC. For the most
part the two consistency statements are similar. There is one consistency statement
against the purposed zoning map amendment. The primary items for being against it
without reading the whole thing is the subject property was not located in the City of
Kings Mountain when the current comprehensive plan was adopted therefore there is
no comprehensive plan designation for this property and the City of King Mountain is
going through a comprehensive plan update at this time therefore changing the zoning
of the property already in the City of Kings Mountain is not the best interest. The
action taken there from a reasonable stand point is considered to be reasonable and
in the public’s interest because no adopted public policy exists upon to the request
rezoning change. That is about the same as the one with E5 Holdings the only
difference is the Trent Testa, Roadside Plaza Property, is not immediately adjacent to
the City of Kings Mountain. The E5 Holdings property would need to be annexed unless
it was satellite annexations which satellite annexations are legal so you can do that
even if it is annexed and one of them is not. The only difference on the E5 Holdings
Consistency Statement is that everything else which I will read. The owners of the
property have verbally requested that this property be annexed to the City of Kings
Mountain and have received annexation forms from the City of Kings Mountain. The
property is located at Exit 5 of I-85 is reasonable for General Business establishments
to be located at this interchange. And then the yellow consistency statement would

say; the action being taken will therefore be considered reasonable for the public
interest because the City of Kings Mountain has annexed city own property adjacent
to E5 Holdings site and the petitioner has requested annexation to the site thereby
allowing city utilizes that are located near the property to service the site along with
other city services. That just kind of gives you an idea for the two general
philosophies for the consistency statement. From a staff recommendation provided
that they move forward on their annexation which can’t really be tied to it, but I
think it’s very important staff would not have a problem with the purposed rezoning.
Neither petitioner; Trent Testa or Members of E5 Holdings, LLC are present to
speak.
Public Input
Marcus Houze, 212 Dixon School Rd, Kings Mountain
We were wanting to know that we are in the between of them and the city, will that
change our zoning? Our taxes? What all would that change if that was to be passed?
Chairman: I think I can speak for the board and say it shouldn’t affect you taxes, your
zoning at this time. Seeing that you are in the ETJ, you are still subject to county
taxes.
Marcus Houze: That is a trick question for me because you say it should, either it is
or isn’t.
Chairman: If this applies. It does not affect you, your taxes or your zoning. You are
considered in the county, the ETJ, so you still pay county taxes.
Marcus Houze: But that won’t affect us. I see three listings you are trying to change.
Chairman: The only thing it will affect is the parcel of property that are going to be
considered annexation and that doesn’t include you all. Am I safe in saying that Mr.
Stuart?
Stuart Gilbert: 100%
Maury Williams: You did see that map?
Marcus Houze: It was moving so fast and hard to see.
Staff pulls up the GIS Map on large screen to point out the locations in adjacent to
his residence.
Chairman: This action taking here tonight will not affect you Mr. Houze
Marcus Houze: So we need to come back to the next meeting July 28th?

Chairman: Yes to speak with Council.
Marcus Houze: Thank-you
Priscilla Dunlap, 123 Tin Mine Rd
My question is, I am thinking I heard most of the information you were saying to him
is… I’m on Tin Mine Rd and I’m just curious to know whether or not you say to him the
taxes will not increase at this time so my question is that after another time that you
say his taxes may go up to city and county taxes… will that generate down to Tin Mine
Road? Because I’m right off of Dixon School Road so I’m just trying to get a general
idea to where we may stand in the future.
Chairman: No it will not extend to you. And Stuart correct me if I’m wrong here.
Sometime back the State of North Carolina ruled that cities can no longer annex areas
outside the city without their permission so any time but if there ever comes a time
where you might be annexed the only way you can be annexed is if your group of
people down that road ask to be annexed. The city cannot legally go out an annex
you. The owners of this property of these two parcels has asked to be annexed by
what we call satellite annex.
Priscilla Dunlap: Okay, thank-you for your information.
Stuart Gilbert: But it’s not annexed yet.
Chairman: Right
Stuart Gilbert: This is just verbal right now.
Priscilla Dunlap: Right, I understand that.
Stuart Gilbert: I don’t have that application we have sent them that application.
Priscilla Dunlap: Thank-you.
Chairman: Thank-you.
Chair calls for a motion to close public hearing. Ronnie Franks made a motion to close
public hearing. Ron Humphries seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to
close the public hearing.
Chairman: For the record, show public hearing was for both cases.
Public Hearing Closes & Board Enters into deliberations

Board Member Renee Bost: I would make a motion that we hold this over till next
month and see if they actually turn those annexation forms back in and not make a
decision tonight.
Chairman calls for a second to the motion.
No second motion. Motion fails due to lack of support.
Chairman calls for a motion to approve the two parcels for rezoning or to deny its
rezoning. Ronnie Franks makes a motion to approve the rezoning of the two parcels.
Maury Williams seconded the motion to approve the rezoning of the two parcels.
Board voted 10 to 1 to recommend to approve the rezoning of the two parcels.
Chairman calls for a recommendation to City Council for the two parcels to change
from Light Industrial (LI) to General Business (GB). Ron Humphries makes a motion to
recommend to City Council for the two parcels to change from Light Industrial to
General Business. Donald Atkins seconded the motion for the recommendation. Board
voted 10 to 1 to send recommendation to City Council.
Staff Report
Comprehensive Plan update Senior Planner, Kimberly Herndon
Reviewed the day with Kending Keast Collaberative. Big support and input from all
the members who attended meetings today about starting the comprehensive Plan.
Thanked the board members for participating in the meetings as well as attending the
board meeting.
Adjournment
Chairman Lawing called for a motion to adjourn. Ronnie Franks made the motion to
adjourn and Ron Humphries seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to
adjourn.
__________________________
Doug Lawing, Chair
__________________________
Jessica Collins, Secretary
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Planning Department Recommends the Application Fee to be waved on the behalf of Royster Oil
Company at 1903 Shelby Road unless City Council disagrees. The Company has been outside of the
corporate City Limits and not located in any of the City’s Thoroughfare Overlay Districts. For the past 20
years the property has been utilized as a Utility Equipment Operations. Royster Oil is willing to comply
with the City of Kings Mountain Zoning Ordinance to be rezoned and conformed for the existing tenant.

CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD MEETING, August 11, 2020 – 5:30 PM
CITY COUNCIL MEETING August 25, 2020 – 6:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
CITY HALL
CASE NO. Z-1-3-20
Royster Oil Company, owners, are requesting to rezone property located at 1903
Shelby Rd, from NB to CU-GB (Neighborhood Business to Conditional Use General
Business) & 103 El Bethel Rd, from R-10 to CU – GB (Residential 10 to Conditional
Use General Business. The property is identified as MAP 4-29 Block 1 Lot 23,
Parcel Number of 11034 & MAP 4-29 Block 1 Lot 1, Parcel Number of 13757
Cleveland County, NC commonly known as 1903 Shelby Rd Kings Mountain, NC
28086 & 103 El Bethel Rd Kings Mountain, NC 28086.
A copy of the application may be obtained at the Planning Department or you
may call 704-734-4595 for additional information.
You are welcome to attend the Planning Board Public Meeting on August 11, 2020
at 5:30 pm and the City Council Public Hearing on August 25, 2020 at 6:00 pm to
express your opinion on the application.

KM Herald
Affidavit Required
Publish (2) times: July 29, 2020 and August 5, 2020
Purchase Order No.: ___________

CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD MEETING, August 11, 2020 – 5:30 PM
CITY COUNCIL MEETING August 25, 2020 – 6:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
CITY HALL
The City of Kings Mountain’s Landscape Ordinance
Planning & Economic Development Staff are requesting the Planning & Zoning
Board and City Council’s consideration in removing the Willow Oak from the
Street Tree Plan. It is suggested that a new species of Street Trees are added and
an update to Article XI – Landscape Ordinance is requested. These suggested text
amendments are being requested prior to the completion of the updated
comprehensive plan.
The City of Kings Mountain’s Landscape Ordinance was adopted by City Council in
1996 and the Street Tree Plan was adopted six (6) years later by City Council in
2002.
In an effort to bring our current Street Tree Plan and Landscaping Ordinance up to
date revisions have been made to both. To view the current Street Tree Plan
https://www.cityofkm.com/DocumentCenter/View/3078/Street-Tree-Plan. To view the requested
revision to Article XI- Landscape Ordinance visit our website
https://www.cityofkm.com/DocumentCenter/View/3092/Proposed-Street-Tree-Plan. Or you may
call the Planning Department 704-734-4595 for additional information.
You are welcome to attend the Planning Board Public Meeting on August 11, 2020
at 5:30 pm and the City Council Public Hearing on August 25, 2020 at 6:00 pm to
express your opinion on the Ordinance.
KM Herald
Affidavit Required
Publish (2) times: July 29, 2020 and August 5, 2020

Purchase Order No.: ___________

RECOMMENDED AGENDA ITEM

Department: Planning and Economic Development

Date: July 17, 2020

Date Requested for Consideration: July 28, 2020
Subject: Please accept this transmittal as a request to Schedule 2 public hearings, one for the August 11th,
2020 Planning and Zoning Board Meeting and one for the August 25th, 2020 City Council Meeting
to discuss amending the City of Kings Mountain’s Street Tree Plan and Article XI - Landscaping
Ordinance, Sections 11.1 thru 11.4.
Title of Resolution or Action: Schedule public hearings for the August 11th Planning and Zoning Board
and the August 25th City Council Meeting.

Resolution/Ordinance Attached: (if required)…….. Yes ____ No ___
Document Attached: …………………………………………. Yes _X_ No ___
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Memorandum – 2 pages
Cover page to the Kings Mountain Street Tree Plan – REVISED - 1 page
Street Tree Plan – REVISED -6 pages
Article XI – Landscaping –REVISED -13 pages
Article XI – Landscaping – Current – 3 pages
Street Tree Plan – Current – 5 pages

Current copies of the Street Tree Plan and the Landscape Ordinance can be located @
www.cityofkingsmountain.com for your comparison.
Other Action Required:

Submitted By: ____________________________________________

MEMORANDUM

TO:

Stuart Gilbert, Planning Director

FROM:

Peggy Henderson, Deputy Zoning Administrator

DATE:

July 17, 2020

SUBJECT:

Please accept this transmittal as a request to Schedule 2 public hearings for the August
11th, 2020 Planning and Zoning Board Meeting and the August 25th, 2020 City Council
Meeting to discuss amending the City of Kings Mountain’s Street Tree Plan and Article XI
- Landscaping Ordinance, Sections 11.1 thru 11.4.

REVIEW: The City of Kings Mountain’s Landscape Ordinance was adopted by City Council in 1996 and the
Street Tree Plan was adopted six (6) years later by City Council in 2002. Both of these, as well as
the entire Zoning Ordinance are in need of updating, and we anticipate moving forward with
that task one step at a time.
The City of Kings Mountain’s current street tree ordinance only allows for one species of street
tree, the willow oak. Allowing for only one type of tree is of significant concern. Verification that
changes to the ordinance are necessary was made while attending a class hosted by the North
Carolina Urban Forest Council in October of 2019. It was mentioned by several of the speakers
(Katie Rose Levin, Executive Director, Trees Durham – Jennifer Rall, Project Manager, Landscape
Design of Goldsboro and Jason Combs, Division Vegetation Management Specialist, Duke
Energy) that many municipalities still currently have the willow oak listed in their ordinances as
a suggested street tree. Willow oaks are known to grow 60’ or more in height, utilization of this
tree is often a mistake. The root systems of these trees cause problems for our roadways,
sidewalks and infrastructure.
In making recommendations for changes to the ordinance, I have attempted to involve local
landscapers, North Carolina licensed landscape contractors, a local nursery owner in our
surrounding area and Gary Fankhauser who specializes in Urban Design, Land Planning and
Landscape Architecture.
The attached updated copies of the Street Tree Plan and the Landscape Ordinance was sent via
e-mail on May 12th, 2020 for review and comment. On July 3rd, I invited those same individuals
to join in a conversation by zoom or by conference call on July 10th to discuss and listen to one
another’s ideas, comments and suggestions. John Cline with Cline’s Nursery in Shelby called in
and gave a lot of positive feedback on the suggested amendments to the existing ordinances.

His suggestions and additions were incorporated in the proposed ordinance based upon his
knowledge and expertise. Mr. Cline is a 5th generation farmer and has earned accreditation as a
North Carolina Century Farm with 100 plus years of continuous agricultural heritage. He enjoys
serving his community, and that was evident in our conversation.
The goal in getting guidance and direction from others was to improve the process for our local
and out of state landscape contractors to be able to readily find good healthy plantings in close
proximity to Kings Mountain. Numerous nurseries in our area should have the suggested
varieties on hand or at a minimum have a reasonable source for filling orders.

REQUEST: The staff of the planning department asks for your consideration in removing the Willow Oak
from the Street Tree Plan. Further, it is suggested that new species of Street Trees be added so that
developers have a choice in trees to use. In so doing, it will allow for variation along the streets going in
and out of town. Additionally, your consideration toward an update to Article XI - Landscape Ordinance
is requested. Multiple species of buffer trees, canopy trees and shrubs have been added for your
consideration. These suggested text amendments are being requested prior to the completion of the
updated comprehensive plan. The comprehensive land use plan is the first step in the updated planning
process, usually followed up by changes to the official zoning map, then changes to the zoning
ordinance. Finally, to assist in providing an easier to understand zoning ordinance, the last step in the
process is usually the compilation of a unified development ordinance. Any discussions or amendments
that modify the current zoning ordinance can be consolidated at a later date into the updated unified
development ordinance. Any revisions that we can make along the way will help the UDO process
proceed more smoothly.
In an effort to bring our current Street Tree Plan and Landscaping Ordinance up to date revisions have
been made to both. Please see the completed copies for your reference and consideration.

KINGS
MOUNTAIN
STREET
TREE
PLAN

CITY COUNCIL
ADOPTED
AUGUST 27, 2002
REVISED JULY, 2020

STREET TREE PLAN
Adopted August 27, 2002
Revised July 2020
Section 1. Purpose
(A) General
The purpose of a street tree plan is to create landscaping design standards and
specifications that may be used to enhance a community's environmental and visual
character for its citizen's use and enjoyment.
(B) Thoroughfare Protection Overlay District (TP) - (See New Updated Map)
The purpose of the street plan for these areas in addition to the aforementioned general
purpose is to create a unified aesthetically appealing appearance of arterial
entranceways (thoroughfares) to the City's incorporated areas. The trees will contribute
positively to preservation and stabilization of the ecology, mitigate pollution, safeguard
property values, protect public and private investment, and promote high quality
development.
Section 2. Definitions
Street Tree – The required tree that will be located parallel to and to the outside of the
thoroughfare's right-of-way in accordance with the street tree plan.
Overlay District – The areas on the official zoning map having special zoning
requirements in addition to the zoning requirements of the underlying zoning district.
Corridor – The right-of-way, adjoining property and land uses or natural features that
when considered together have significant economic, aesthetic and safety impacts
requiring particular review and planning.
Section 3. Applicability
The plan herein applies to the (TP) Thoroughfare Protection Overlay Districts mapped
on the official zoning map of the City of Kings Mountain. It applies to all nonresidential uses within the district.
Section 4. Approval Process
A proposed street tree plan is reviewed as part of the submitted Landscape/Site plan
submitted for zoning approval. Developers are encouraged to initially submit a street
tree plan with the civil plans for commercial development and/or residential
subdivision sketch plan.

Section 5. Alternative Methods of Compliance
An alternative plan may be proposed when one or more of the following conditions
apply:
1. Topography or soils are of such a condition that full compliance
impossible would result in a hardship that is undue because of
impracticalities.
2. Safety considerations are involved.
3. There are unusual space limitations or unusually shaped parcels
involved.
Under these circumstances an alternative street tree plan may be submitted to the
Planning Department for review and approval.
Section 6. Plan Requirements
The street tree plan shall show the following:
1. (1) Proposed location of street trees, shown roughly parallel to the thoroughfare
and to the outside of the road right-of-way, 40' on center and relative locations
of (2) required street trees on adjoining properties (3) right of ways (4)
common property lines, (5) ingress and egress points (6) location and
description of supplemental but not required materials such as berms, walls,
fences, screens, lights, tree islands and paved areas.
3. Location and description of required 5’street yard plantings in the
zoning ordinance.
4. Location and labels for required trees, location and labels for all
non-required plantings.
5. Plant and installation details as necessary to ensure conformance with
all required standards.
6. Minimum caliper measurement of street trees.
Section 7. Plant List
Maple Trees (Multiple Cultivars) - Trident Maple (Acer buergerianum),
Ruby Sunset Maple (Acer truncatum), Bloodgood Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum),
Emperor Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Wolff EMPEROR 1’), Coral Bark Japanese
Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’), Fireglow Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum
‘Fireglow’)
Redbud (A Few Cultivars) – Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis ‘Alba’) –(Cercis
canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’)
Other variations of these types of trees may be submitted through zoning review and
approval. The location of power lines in the area may determine the type and size of
tree that would be approved in overhead utility areas.

Section 8. Landscape Standards and Specifications
1. The landscape contractor shall furnish and install and/or dig, ball,
burlap, and transplant all plant materials listed on the plant schedule.
Bare-root is not permitted for any tree.
2. Plant materials shall conform to the requirements described in the
latest edition of American Standard for Nursery Stock, which is
published by the American Association of Nurserymen. Plants shall
be nursery grown. Neither heeled-in plants nor plants from cold
storage nor bare root plants shall be acceptable.
3. Plants shall conform to the measurements specified in the plant
schedule.
a. Minimum caliper measurement of (2") two inches for street trees.
b. Caliper measurements shall be taken (6) six inches above
grade for trees under (4) four inches in diameter and (12) twelve inches
above grade for trees (4) four inches in diameter and larger.
c. Minimum branching height for all street trees shall be (7) seven feet.
4. A professional horticulturist/nurseryman shall be consulted to
determine the proper time to move and install plant material so that
stress to the plant is minimized. Planting of deciduous material may be
continued during winter months provided there is no frost in the
ground and frost-free topsail planting mixtures are used.
5. A landscape contractor shall excavate all plant pits, vine pits, hedge
trenches, and shrub beds as follows:
a. All pits shall be generally circular in outline with vertical
sides. The tree pit shall be deep enough to allow the ball to
be slightly above the existing grade. Plants shall rest
on undisturbed existing soil or well-compacted backfill. The tree
pit must be a minimum of nine inches larger on every side
than the ball of the tree.
b. If areas are designated as shrub beds or hedge trenches, they
shall be cultivated to at least (18) eighteen inches in depth. Areas
designated for ground covers and vines shall be cultivated to
at least (12) twelve inches in depth.
6. Each tree, shrub, or vine shall be pruned in an appropriate manner, in
accordance with accepted standard practice. Broken or bruised
branches shall be removed with clean cuts made on an angle from the
bark ridge to the branch collar, no flush cuts, to minimize the area cut.
All cuts shall be made with sharp tools. Trim all edges smooth. No tree
wound dressings shall be applied.
7. All trenches and shrub beds shall be edged and cultivated to the
lines shown on the drawing. The areas around isolated plants shall
be edged and cultivated to the full diameter of the pit. Sod that has
been removed and stacked shall be used to trim the edges of all
excavated areas to the neat lines of the plant pit saucers, the edges
of shrub areas, hedge trenches, and vine pockets.

8. After cultivation, all plant materials shall be mulched with a (2-3) two-to
three-inch layer of shredded bark mulch, pine straw, peat moss, or another
approved material over the entire area of the bed or saucer.
9. Street trees shall be set (40') forty foot on center in a line roughly parallel to the
thoroughfare and to the outside of the road right-of-way on private property.
Section 9. Care During Construction
Practices expounded in The Woodland Conservative/Tree Preservation Technical
Manual shall be followed. Preservation of planted stock and complimentary existing
vegetation shall be encouraged.
Section 10. Maintenance
A maintenance plan shall be submitted that provides for reasonable care of the planting
as well as remedial action to inspect and replace dead or substandard stock and provide
for ongoing maintenance. It shall describe irrigation, pruning, fertilizing, responsible
party and the method for ensuring that proper maintenance will take place and for
what time period that will take place.
A certificate of occupancy may be held until all plants are properly installed to the City
Zoning Compliance Officer’s satisfaction and a complete maintenance plan has been
submitted and approved.

Suggested Species of Trees to replace the Willow Oak in the Street Tree Ordinance.
All of these species of trees are of a smaller slower growing variety that have a maximum mature height of about 10-30
feet and have an average mature width of 15-20 feet. They are all very low maintenance trees.
Maple and the Redbud
Other variations of these types of trees may be submitted through zoning review and approval. The location of power
lines in the area may determine the type and size of tree that would be allowed in overhead utility areas.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Maple (Multiple Cultivars)
Trident Maple (Acer buergerianum) – Mature Height 20-30’

Ruby Sunset Maple (Acer truncatum) – Mature Height 30’

Bloodgood Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum) - Mature Height 15-20’

Emperor Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Wolff EMPEROR 1’) - Mature Height 15-20’

Coral Bark Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Sango-kaku’) – Mature Height 15-25’

Fireglow Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum ‘Fireglow’) – Mature Height 10-15’

Redbud (Multiple Cultivars)
Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis) ‘Alba’, ‘Forest Pansey’ – Mature Height 20-30’

Forest Pansy Redbud (Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’) – Mature Height 20-30’

References:
John Cline – Owner and operator of Cline’s Nursery in Shelby NC.
ViZ, PLLC – Urban Design+ Land Planning + Landscape Architecture – Gary R. Fankhauser, ASLA
North Carolina Urban Forest Council – Drought Tolerant Trees for the Southeast – Thomas G. Ranney, Professor.
Horticulture Science, North Carolina State University
North Carolina Urban Forest Council – Trees & Utilities – Guidance for planting & managing trees around Utility Lines.
Barbara Fair, PhD, Associate Professor – NC State University Department of Horticultural Science.
Landscape Manuel for Durham, North Carolina - Durham City-County Planning Department
Holly Springs North Carolina - www.hollyspringsnc.us
Charlotte Land Use Development Plan
US Department of Agricultural plant hardiness zones

ARTICLE XI LANDSCAPING
Section 11.1
The following landscape treatments shall be provided as set forth in this Article or as may
otherwise be required for a use or situation as required by this Ordinance and any Overlay
Ordinance.
Section 11.2 Screening Requirements
Any non-residential use located in either the R-O, O, N-B, C-B, G-B, L-I or H-I Districts and
located on property abutting any Residential Districts R-20, R-10, R-9, R8, RS-8,R-6 or RS-6,
unless separated by a public street or railroad right-of-way, shall provide a screening device as
described below. Such screening device shall be provided along the full length of any common
property line and shall be maintained as long as the conditions requiring the original installation
exists, even if active operations cease
The requirement for the installation of a screening device shall be initiated by the occurrence of
any one or more of the following activities on the non- residential property;
1. The initial use, development or occupancy of the non-residential property;
2. Any change in use or occupancy of the non-residential property which results from a change
in the zoning classification of the non-residential property; and/or
3. Any building expansion that increases the floor area of the non-residential use or any addition
of parking that provides ten (10) or more spaces, whether required or not.
The screening device shall be provided by the non-residential use even if the abutting residentially
zoned land is vacant.
Screening Device - A screen that is at least ninety (90) percent opaque from the ground to a
height of at least six (6) feet. The screen is intended to exclude completely All visual contact
between uses and to create a strong impression of special separation. The screen may be
composed of a wall, fence, landscaped earth berm, planted vegetation, or existing vegetation.
Compliance of planted vegetative screens or natural vegetation will be judged on the basis of the
average mature height and density of foliage of the subject species, or field observation of
existing vegetation. In any case where vegetation, either existing or proposed, is to be used as the
required screening device, if the vegetation is to be less than ten (10) feet in width (thickness), a
fence, wall or similar device at least fifty (50) percent opaque and six (6) feet in height shall be
used in combination with the vegetation. In all cases, the screen must be at least ninety (90)
percent opaque in all seasons of the year. Planted vegetation must be a minimum of four (4) feet
high and one (1) inch in caliper, measured six (6) inches above grade, when planted. Existing
vegetation must be equivalent. The screening device is required on the property is question not
on any adjoining property.
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Suggested Buffer Trees
Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana)
Spartan Juniper(Juniperus chinensis ‘Spartan’)
Deodar Cedar (Cedrus deodara)
Leyland Cypress (Cupressus leylandii)
American Holly (Llex opaca)
White Spruce (Picea glauca)
White Pine (Pinus strobus)
Carolina Cherry Laurel (Prunus caroliniana)

Skip Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus –
‘Schipkaensis’
Bright N Tight Carolina Cherry Laurel
(Prunus caroliniana “Monus’)
Nellie Stevens Holly
Northern White Cedar
Southern Magnolias
‘Little Gem’ Southern Magnolia
Alta Magnolia
Boulevard Cypress

Section 11 .3 Parking Lot Landscaping
In any zoning District where parking spaces for twenty—five (25 ) cars are required or provided
for a use or uses on a site, the parking lot shall be landscaped with canopy trees as required by
this section at the rate shown below . Thig requirement shall be initiated by the initial use or
development of the property. In addition, in any case where ten (10) parking spaces are added,
whether required or not, the entire parking lot including existing parking areas shall be
landscaped if the total on the site then equals twenty —five (25) or more.
Canopy trees shall be provided at a rate of one canopy tree for each twelve (1) spaces. After the
first two trees, any fractional remaining number of spaces over six (6) shall require one (1)
additional tree. Required canopy trees shall be distributed throughout the parking area and shall
be located within or adjacent to parking lots as tree islands, at the end of parking bays, inside
medians or between rows of parking spaces. Tree islands will be 9 ' x 18' in minimum
dimensions All parking spaces shall be within sixty (60) feet of a canopy tree. Canopy trees must
be a minimum of eight (8) feet high and two (2) inches in diameter, measured six (6) inches
above grade at planting. When mature, a canopy tree should be at least forty (40) feet high and
have a minimum crown width of thirty (30) feet. The following is a sample list of canopy trees
by common name:
Suggested Canopy Trees
Red Maple (Acer Rubrum)
American Sycamore (Plantanus occidentalis)
White Oak (Quercus alba)
Post Oak (Quercus stellala)
Overcup Oak )Quercus lyrate)
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) or
Wildfire Black Gum

Yellowwood Tree (Cladrastis kentukea)
American Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)
River Birch (Betula nigra)
LaceBark Elm (Ulmus parvifolia)
Japanese Zelkova (Zelkova serrata)
Scarlet Oak (Quercus coccinea)

Section 11.4 Landscaped Street Yard Requirement
Any non-residential use located in either the R-O, O, N-B, G-B, L-I, or H-I Districts shall
provide a landscaped street yard as described herein. The requirement for the landscaped street
yard shall be initiated by the requirements as set forth in section 11.2. In such case the full
landscaped street yard shall be provided.
The landscaped street yard is a landscaped area roughly parallel to the public street across the
front, to each side and rear property line boundaries designed to provide continuity of vegetation
along the right-of-way and a pleasing view from the road and adjoining properties. The
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landscaped area shall be penetrated only by driveways and crosswalks. The minimum width of
the street yard shall be five (5) feet measured from and parallel to the public street right—of—
way and property line boundaries It shall be landscaped and maintained with a vegetative cover
and shall be planted with small and/or medium shrubs at a rate of fifteen (15) per one hundred
(100) linear feet of street yard not counting driveway and crosswalk area. Applicants seeking
approval shall not be required to select materials from this list, but shall be required to select
species that are suitable for Planting Zone 7. Other species are subject to plan submittal and
approval.
Suggested Shrubs
Soft Touch Holly
Chinese Loropetalum
Red Diamond Loropetalum
Plum Delight Loropetalum
Snow Muffin Loropetalum
Sunshine Ligustrum
Wintergem
Kings Gold
Compact Japanese Holly
American Boxwood
Carolina Allspice
Golden Juniper
Cherry Laurel
Maple Leaf Viburnum
Blue Star Juniper

Encore Azalea
Pink Azalea
Conversation Piece Azalea
Firepower Nandina
Lemon Lime Nandina
Obsession Nandina
Dwarf Burning Bush
Majestic Jade Laurel
Woodburn Select
Vintage Gold
Green Velvet
Hoogendorn
Lantana
Penstemon
Heucherella Gold Zebra

Please note: The landscaped yard at side and rear property boundaries is not required where a
90% opaque buffer has been installed in accordance with Article XI. Any existing or installed
vegetative buffer must be a minimum five (5) feet in width as measured from the property line.
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Ref: Landscape Ordinance – Section 11.2 Screening Requirements
The following trees are suggested Buffer Trees for screening requirements listed in Section 11.2. - Applicants seeking
approval shall not be required to select materials strictly from this list, but shall be required to select species that are
known to be suitable for the climate in Planting Zone 7. Other species are subject to plan submittal and approval.
Eastern Red Cedar
(Juniperus virginiana)

Lyland Cypress
(Cupressus leylandii)

White Pine
(Pinus strobus)

Boulevard Cypress
(Chamaecyparis pisifera)

American Holly
(Llex opaca)

Carolina Cherry Laurel
(Prunus caroliniana)

Deodar Cedar
(Cedrus deodara)

White Spruce
(Picea glauce)

Spartan Juniper
(Juniperus chinensis)

Skip Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus)

Northern White Cedar
(Thuja occidentalis)

Bright N Tight Carolina Cherry Laurel
(Prunus caroliniana)

Southern Magnolias
(Magnolia grandiflora)

Nellie Stevens Holly
(Llex x ‘Nellie R. Stevens’)

‘Little Gem’ Southern Magnolia
(Magnolia grandiflora L.)

Alta Magnolia
(Magnolia grandiflora ‘Alta’)

Planted vegetation must be a minimum of four (4) feet high and one (1) in caliper, measured six (6) inches above grade,
when planted. Any existing vegetation must be equivalent.

Reference: Landscape Manuel for Durham, North Carolina

Ref: Landscape Ordinance – Section 11.3 Parking Lot Landscaping
The following trees are suggested Canopy trees for parking areas. All of these are Approved as Canopy Trees and have a
mature maximum height of between 45-55‘. - (Not suitable for Street Trees or near power lines). Applicants seeking
approval shall not be required to select materials strictly from this list, but shall be required to select species that are
known to be suitable for the climate in Planting Zone 7. Other species are subject to plan submittal and approval.
Red Maple (Acer rubrum)

American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)

White Oak (Quercus Alba)

Post Oak (Quercus stellala)

Overcup Oak (Quercus lyrata)

Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) or Wildfire Black Gum

Scarlet Oak ( Quercus Coccinea)

Yellowwood Tree (Cladrastis kentukea)

American Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)

River Birch (Betula nigra)

LaceBark Elm (Ulmus parvifolia)

Japanese Zelkova (Zelkova serrata)

References:
North Carolina Urban Forest Council – Drought Tolerant Trees for the Southeast – Thomas G. Ranney, Professor.
Horticulture Science, North Carolina State University
Landscape Manuel for Durham, North Carolina - Durham City-County Planning Department

Ref: Landscape Ordinance – Section 11.4 Landscaped Street Yard Requirements
The following are suggested Shrubs for Street Yard Requirements - Section 11.4- Requires small or medium shrubs at a
rate of fifteen (15) per one hundred (100) linear feet of street yard not counting driveway and crosswalk area. This is
required around the entire property line. Applicants seeking approval shall not be required to select materials from this
list, but shall be required to select species that are suitable for Planting Zone 7. Other species are subject to plan
submittal and approval.
Soft Touch Holly
(Llex crenata Soft Touch)

Chinese Loropetalum
(Loropetalum chinense)

Plum Delight Loropetalum
Snow Muffin Loropetalum
(Loropetalum chinense ‘Plum Delight’) (Loropetalum chinense ‘Snow Muffin’)

Winter Gem
(Buxus microphylla japonica ‘Winter Gem’)

Kings Gold
(Chamaecyparis pisifera)

Red Diamond Loropetalum
(Loropetalum chinense ‘Shang-Red’)

Sunshine Ligustrum
(Ligustrum sinense ‘Sunshine’)

Compact Japanese Holly
(Llex Compacta)

Dwarf English Boxwood
(Busus sempervirens)

Cherry Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus)

Golden Juniper
(Juniperus chinensis)

Maple Leaf Viburnum
(Viburnum acerifolium)

Mountain Laurel
(Kalmia latifolia)

Blue Star Juniper
(Juniperus squamata ‘Blue Star’)

Dwarf Azaleas – (Rhododendron) - (lots of different variations and colors)
Autumn Bonfire - Red
Autumn Sundance- Pink
Autumn Angel - White

Firepower Nandina (lots of variations)
(Nandina domestica ‘Firepower’)

Dwarf Burning Bush
(Euonymus alatus)

Vintage Gold
(Chamaecyparis pisifera)

Lemon Lime Nandina
(Nandina domestica ‘Lemon-Lime’)

Obsession Nandina
(Nandina domestica ‘Obsession’)

Majestic Jade Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus ‘Majestic Jade’)

Woodburn Select
(Buxus sempervirnes Suffruticosa)

Green Velvet Boxwood
(Buxus koreana ‘Green Velvet’)

Hoogendorn
(Llex crenata ‘Hoogendorn’)

Lantana
(Lantana camera)

Penstemon
(Penstemon digitalis)

Reference:
Landscape Manuel for Durham, North Carolina
Clines Nursery, Shelby NC – www.clinesnursery.com
Shagreen Nursery and Arboretum Facebook Page - shagreennursery@aol.com
Stowe’s Nursery – www.stowesnursery.com
NCSU.EDU / Plant Lists for North Carolina - https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
www.gardeningknowhow.com – Planting for Zone 7

Heucherella Gold Zebra
(Heucherella ‘Gold Zebra’)

ARTICLE XI LANDSCAPING
Section 11.1
The following landscape treatments shall be provided as set forth in thig Article or as may
otherwise be required for a use or situation as required by this
Ordinance.
Section 11.2 Screening Requirements
Any non—residential use located in either the R—O, O, N—B, C—B, G—B, or H-I Districts
and located on property abutting any R--20, R—10, R—9, RS—8, R—B, RS—6 or Residential
District, unless separated by a public street or railroad right—of—way, shall provide a screening
device as described below. Such screening device shall be provided along the full length of any
common property line and shall be maintained as long as the conditions requiring the original
installation exists, even if active operations cease
The requirement for the installation of a screening device shall be initiated by the occurrence of
any one or more of the following activities on the non- residential property;
1. The initial use, development or occupancy of the non-residential property;
2. Any change in use or occupancy of the non—residential property which results from a change
in the zoning classification of the non—residential property; and/or
3. Any building expansion that increases the floor area of the non—residential use or any
addition of parking that provides ten (10 ) or more spaces , whether required or not.
The screening device shall be provided by the non-residential use even if the abutting residentially
zoned land is vacant.
Screening Device - A screen that is at least ninety (90) percent opaque from the ground to a
height of at least six (6) feet The screen is intended to exclude completely all visual contact
between uses and to create a strong impression of special separation. The screen may be
composed of a wall, fence, Landscaped earth berm, planted vegetation, or existing vegetation.
Compliance of planted vegetative screens or natural vegetation will be judged on the basis of the
average mature height and density of foliage of the subject species, or field observation of
existing vegetation. In any case where vegetation , either existing or proposed, is to be used as
the required screening device, if the vegetation is to be less than ten (10) feet in width
(thickness), a fence, wall or similar device at least fifty (50) percent opaque and six (6) feet in
height shall be used in combination with the vegetation. In all cases, the screen must be at least
ninety (90) percent opaque in all seasons of the year. Planted vegetation must be a minimum of
four (4) feet high and one (1) inch in caliper, measured six (6) inches above grade, when planted.
Existing vegetation must be equivalent.
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Section 11 .3 Parking Lot Landscaping
In any zoning District where parking g paces for twenty—five (25 ) cars are required or provided
for a use or uses on a site, the parking lot shall be landscaped with canopy trees as required by
this section at the rate shown below . Thig requirement shall be initiated by the initial use or
development of the property. In addition, in any case where ten ( 10) parking spaces are added ,
whether required or not, the entire parking lot including existing parking areas shall be
landscaped if the total on the site then equals twenty —five (25) or more.
Canopy trees shall be provided at a rate of one canopy tree for each twelve (1) spaces. After the
first two trees, any fractional remaining number of spaces over six (6) shall require one ( )
additional tree. Required canopy trees shall be distributed throughout the parking area and shall
be located within or adjacent to parking lots as tree islands, at the end of parking bays, inside
medians or between rows of parking spaces. Tree islands will be 9 ' x 18' in minimum
dimensions All parking spaces shall be within sixty (60) feet of a canopy tree. Canopy trees must
be a minimum of eight (8) feet high and two (2) inches in diameter, measured six (6) inches
above grade at planting. When mature, a canopy tree should be at least forty (40) feet high and
have a minimum crown width of thirty (30) feet. The following is a sample list of canopy trees
by common name:
Red Maple
Pecan
Deodar Cedar
Leyland Cypress
American holly
Sweetgum
Red Mulberry
White Spruce

White Pines
Sycamore
White Oak
Pin Oak
Post Oak
Black Locust
American Linden
American Elm

Section 11.47 Landscaped Street Yard Requirement
Any non—residential use located in either the R—O, o, N—B, G—B, L—I, or H-I
Districts shall provide a landscaped street yard as described herein. The requirement for the
landscaped street yard shall be initiated by the requirements as set forth in section 11.2. In such
case the full landscaped street yard shall be provided.
The landscaped street yard is a landscaped area parallel to the public street and to the side and
rear property line boundaries designed to provide continuity of vegetation along the right—of—
way and a pleasing view from the road and adjoining properties. The landscaped area shall be
penetrated only by driveways and crosswalks. The minimum width of the street yard shall be five
(S) feet measured from and parallel to the public street right—of—way and property line
boundaries It shall be landscaped and maintained with a vegetative cover and shall be planted
with small and/or medium shrubs at a rate of fifteen (15) per one hundred (100) linear feet of
street yard not counting driveway and crosswalk area. The Zoning Administrator may approve a
different vegetative landscape type where in its opinion equal or better performance will result.
The following is a sample list of recommended shrubs by common name:
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American Boxwood
Carolina allspice
Flowering Quince
Hedge Cotoneaster
Japanese Holly
Japanese Barberry
Purple Beautyberry

Common Juniper
Nandina
Azalea
Mapleleaf Viburnum
Sargents Chinese Juniper
Common Laurelcherry
Fragrant Sumac

The landscaped yard at side and rear property boundaries is not required where a 90% opaque
vegetative buffer has been installed in accordance with Article XI and the opaque vegetative
buffer is at a minimum five (5) feet in width as measured from the property line.
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